THE AGE OF REASON
It must be admitted, too, that the lives of some of the
leading actresses were by no means exemplary. Lavinia
Fenton, the original Polly Peachum of The Beggar's
Opera, was first the mistress, and later the wife, of the
Duke of Bolton; they had three sons before they were
married, and on her death Horace Walpole wrote to
Mann:
"The famous Polly, Duchess of Bolton, is dead, having,
after a life of merit, relapsed into her Pollyhood. Two
years ago, ill at Tunbridge, she picked up an Irish
surgeon. When she was dying, this fellow sent for a
lawyer to make her will, but the man, finding who was
to be her heir, instead of her children, refused to draw
it. The Court of Chancery did furnish one other, not
quite so scrupulous, and her three sons have but a
thousand pounds apiece; the surgeon about nine
thousand.'51
Anne Oldfield, who made her name as Lady Betty Modish
in Gibber's comedy of The Careless Husband, lived first
with Arthur Maynwaring, a minor politician, and then
with General Churchill, by whom she became the mother
of the boy who later married Horace Walpole's half-
sister. She was, however, a great favourite of Queen
Caroline, and on her death in 1730 she was buried at the
foot of Congreve's monument in Westminster Abbey.
As for Mrs. Woffington, perhaps the only one of the three
still remembered, the elder Sheridan described her to
Windham as "a most willing bitch, artful, dissembling,
lewd and malicious. A very captivating woman, and
never failed to get a great influence over all men that
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